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Interviewee:  Robert L. Leslie 
Interviewer: David Conway 
Date of recording: October 8, 2015 
Recording format/notes: Digital  
Recording length: 2 hours, 28 minutes 
Time stamps made by using:  Express Scribe 
Location: University of Southern Mississippi 
Subject terms:  Great Depression, WWII, Korean Conflict, basic training, tanks, armored 
warfare, 103rd Infantry, ASTP, troop ships, Monticello, European Theater, rest and recreation, 
entertainment, food, rations, mortar, foxholes, segregated military, race relations, Siegfried Line, 
Geneva Convention, PTSD, Battle of the Bulge, POWs, weaponry, medals and honors, Dachau, 
other death camps, standard-issue clothing, shoepacs, hunger, cigarettes, cigars, medics, SS, 
battle fatigue, Expert Infantry, pay, FDR.  
 
Time/ 
Counter 

Topic 

Part 1 of 1  
0:00:41.9 Personal history 
0:03:23.0 Ancestors noted for military achievements 
0:04:22.6 Great Depression 
0:05:14.8 Brother 
0:05:27.9 Korean Conflict 
0:05:41.9 Induction into Army, WWII 
0:06:35.9 College scholarship, draft law 
0:07:19.5; 
0:09:05.3 

Training at Camp Polk, Louisiana, in tanks 

0:08:39.3 Heat in tanks, transmissions 
0:09:05.3 8th Armored Division, training 
0:09:54.1 Training tanks sent to Russia 
0:10:16.2 Refuses opportunity to become officer 
0:11:18.8 Army Specialized Training Program, Arkansas 
0:12:36.2 Star Unit 
0:13:41.2 Assigned to 103rd Infantry 
0:14:20.6 Automatic loss of rank 
0:15:26.4 Training with the 103rd Infantry 
0:15:58.8 Furlough 
0:16:48.2 Troop ship USS Monticello 
0:17:09.6 Arrival in Marseilles, France 
0:19:07.1 Helping to unload ships 
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0:19:56.2; 
0:21:29.1 

Games, betting, different values of different monies; recreation 

0:20:41.4; 
0:44:52.4; 
0:57:47.9; 
1:46:37.3 

Food, rations 

0:21:55.1 409th Regiment goes to frontlines 
0:23:03.8 First casualties 
0:23:35.0 Truck full of dead soldiers is a shock 
0:24:46.8 Machine-gunner, rifleman; crossing river in St. Die, France 
0:25:52.6 Pinned down by German fire 
0:26:49.3 Mortar, shell fire 
0:27:55.5 Taking cover, winter gear 
0:28:40.1 German medic; wounded officer 
0:30:00.8 Firefight, advancing uphill 
0:30:56.8 Digging foxholes 
0:31:38.3; 
0:35:47.4 

120 mm, German mortars 

0:32:32.8 Wounded 
0:33:56.7 Germans retreat 
0:34:40.9 Replacements sent in; casualty rate 
0:35:09.0; 
0:56:08.8 

Segregated military; chemical warfare; crossing footbridge under fire 

0:36:40.0 German forward-observer 
0:37:01.3 Moving north and east, Selestat, France 
0:38:29.0 Bad experiences taking Selestat 
0:39:34.1 Booby-trapped roadblock; 500-pound bomb; saved by pigs 
0:41:33.1 Establishing strong points 
0:42:19.5 Spoils of war 
0:43:41.2; 
0:55:24.9; 
1:15:58.4;  
2:08:34.6 

Siegfried Line 

0:44:52.4 Horse meat 
0:45:54.5 Death of buddy 
0:46:07.6 Pulled out of action, looking bad, walking wounded, medic 
0:47:07.4 White phosphorous shells; Geneva Convention 
0:48:05.5 Mules delivered food, water; carried out the dead 
0:48:41.3 Trauma of war haunts him; PTSD fifty years later 
0:50:27.7 A warm, culinary treat on the battlefield 
0:51:19.8 Loading fallen soldiers corpses onto mules 
0:51:46.1 German shrapnel disables machine gun, kills squad leader 
0:52:47.6 Casualty 
0:53:05.8 Battle of the Bulge 
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0:53:49.0 Building  
0:53:49.0 Rest and entrenchment 
0:54:58.3 Defensive withdrawal 
0:56:44.3 Tanks, armored warfare 
0:58:54.2 761st Tank Battalion 
1:00:24.0 Gasoline truck 
1:01:05.5 German POWs; stalemate with Panzerfaust 
1:02:37.0 Night raid 
1:05:27.6 Infiltrating German line of resistance 
1:07:22.4 Grenade bounces back at him; six minutes, seven casualties, twenty-four 

wounded 
1:08:23.6 Clearing barn, house of German soldiers 
1:12:45.6 German POWs on fire 
1:13:46.9 Retreat with prisoners, he misses the truck 
1:14:49.9 Battlefield medals 
1:15:58.4 Choice words with General McAuliffe 
1:17:10.0 Officer turnover 
1:18:56.0 Dachau and other death camps; Nazi studies on twins 
1:21:25.9 Taking a moral stand to do the right thing even in war 
1:24:31.9 Reciprocity among nations 
1:25:26.9 Character of the American soldier 
1:26:30.4 Serving in the Reserves; Korean War 
1:32:25.1 Memorable leader 
1:33:13.6 Taking Innsbruck; SS; V-E Day; surrendered weapons, souvenirs of war 
1:38:46.8 German weapons compared to American weapons, WWII 
1:43:24.1 New, different machine guns at the last minute 
1:44:22.6 New mummy-bags, shoepacs 
1:45:21.9 First three weeks of war, loss of 30 pounds; Vosges Mountains campaign 
1:46:37.3 Hunger, K-rations, C-rations, fights over food 
1:48:18.1 Cigarettes, cigars help wounded 
1:50:24.8 Medics 
1:51:31.4 Paper bandages 
1:52:24.6 Human limbs lost 
1:53:19.9 Civilian casualties; casualties in the American infantry 
1:54:41.4 Battle fatigue, 200-day limit 
1:55:54.8 Slackers 
1:57:19.4 The pearls of wisdom passed down from experienced soldiers to new recruits 
1:58:14.6 Diversity of training, replacements 103rd Division 
1:59:07.1 Tanks 
2:01:59.3 Expert Infantry 
2:03:12/0 1917 .45 revolver WWII; weapons; carbine 
2:04:58.1 Expert badge; extra pay 
2:08:34.6 Bronze Star 
2:15:13.8 Casualty 
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2:20:39.8 TNT, pillbox, Germans POWs 
2:22:12.0 Rhine River, Ludinghausen, German patrols 
2:25:39.9 Fight with SS; death of Roosevelt, Alpine ski country 
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